, BenMaher and
Wonderboy (11 take the
Rabobank winning round
class in an exciting late
night atmosphere

Wonderboywins
£5,000 for Maher

THE NETHERLANDS SHOWJUMPING
"S-HERTOGENBOSCH CSI*****W 26-28 March

ALTHOUGH Ben Maher
didn’'t gain a place for this
weekend's World Cupfinal
at the last qualification leg
of the season, he was not
too disappointed. The
British number one has
bigger goals for his top
horse Robin Hood Win
2010, while with
Wonderboy lIl he collected
£5,000 after victory inthe
winning round class

"It would have been
nice, but qualifying for the
World Cup final was not
oneof my main priorities,”
said Ben."| think it's hard

for a horse doing two
championshipsinone
year. | think Robin was a bit
tired at last year's
Europeans [having
jurmped in the 2009 World
Cup final]. This year, I'lIbe
targeting the Global
Champions Tour shows
with him towork him
towards the World

Equestrian Games [WEG]"

World Cup qualifier

OF the 40 starters. 16
made the jump-off, quite
alarge number for this
level of class.

“The first round was big,
but the distances were
quite simple, whichwas
why so many went clear,”
explained Ben. "It did,
however, mean the jump-
off got very fast.”

Sevenwent clear again,
with Sweden's Rolf-Goran
Bengtsson (Casall La Silla)

beating Ireland’s Jessica
Kurten (Castle Forbes
Libertina) by just O.1sec.
Despite the win, Rolf-

Gorandidn't qualify for the

Genevafinal, while Ben

and Robin Hood W had one

down to finish 11th,

" was too long toan
ower and couldn't quite
make it said Ben."lwas
riding towin rather thanto
go for a safe qualification. |
thought it would be the
best course of action.”

After the Paris Grand

Palais CSI***** (3-4 April),

Robin will now have a

break before beginning his
summer campaign in May.

Late-night victory
WONDERBOY Il who. like

Robin Hood W, is owned by

Benand the Quainton
Stud's Mike and Emma
Phillips, had begun his
Dutchtripwithawininthe
first day’s 1L.50m
Rabobank winning round

Afast first-round time
put Ben 10th togo of the
12 through to the jump-off
and he headed the class
by 2sec.

“"Wonderboy is aquick
horse anyway." said Ben.”|
took an extra stride out
than everybody else did to
the last vertical. | don't
usually have towormy

about him touching them.”

The class started at
9, 30pm and the late-night
atmosphere combined
with niders’ determination

made this a special victory.

“It's nice towin
anything, butinthis class
everyone was really
trying. he said

It's hard onahorse doing two
championshipsinone year.Robin
wastired atlast year's Europeans
BenMaherdoesn't mind not poing tothe World Cup final before WEG

Having had the first
fence down in Saturday
night's grand prix, Ben
decided to take the
1-year-old son of
Flamenco Desamilly inthe
final day's accumulator

“After jumping ina big
class the day before. |
thought I'd give him a bit of
asweetener,” said Ben
“Accumulators suit him.”

The pair were third,
collecting another £3.100

Wonderboy will join Ben
at this week's British Open
Show Jumping
Championships with
Toklund and another of
Ben'srising stars.

“Even though Robin
Hood won't be there, 'l
still be able to be
competitive,” he said. H&H

Tyra, — 1. Dunghlies
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1+ Lustiver ) il tour L30m, — 1 &
3, Cathlesn 154 Dovce De Roulard (C
Aston]), GE: 2. Liskara (T Christie), G8.
Z7 Miar; big tousr L30m, — | Softrock
Lkt De Bireve; 2, Pyort (G Moyre)
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G 2, Cater 165 3 Deona (B Cossta
Catwal) POH. 28 Mar: big tour
L30m. — L Pukhet (M Badon), ESF,
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